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Minutes 

Introduction: 
Mark Isherwood AM welcomed people to the meeting and set the scene for the session. Mark 
highlighted some key points from the briefing launched at the meeting, written by Welsh 
Women’s Aid, NSPCC and Children in Wales which looks at domestic abuse and its impact on 
children. The highlighted points include: 
 

• The Welsh Government National Strategy on Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse 
and Sexual Violence Cross Government Delivery Framework 2018 – 2021 recognises 
that witnessing violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence can 
have a huge impact on children and young people and can impact their safety, 
health and wellbeing and educational attainment. The strategy provides a clear 
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framework for preventing, protecting and supporting all victims, including children 
and thus realising children’s rights to protection and support to recover from 
domestic abuse.       

 
• There is a gap between the policy intent of the Act/ National Strategy and the provision 

of services for child survivors across Wales. Welsh Women’s Aid members report 
that the funding for provision for children and young people impacted by domestic 
abuse is patchy and inconsistent 

 
• Welsh Women’s Aid members reported that 266 children and young people were living 

in refuge each quarter of the last year across Wales.  This represents a year on year 
14% increase. 

 
What the briefing is calling for;  

• Sustainable funding for dedicated specialist services for children and young people 

• Local strategies and safeguarding boards to recognise that children are directly 
impacted by abuse 

• The whole education approach should be implemented across all education institutions. 
 
 

AGM: 
 
Mark Isherwood AM explained that copies of the AGM report have been circulated and asked 
for any amendments from the room; no amendments suggested. 
 
Gwendolyn Sterk, Welsh Women’s Aid confirmed current co-Chairs – Mark Isherwood AM and 
Bethan Sayed AM - have been nominated to continue in their roles and proposed this to the 
meeting; this was agreed. 
 
Mark Isherwood AM proposed Welsh Women’s Aid to continue as secretariat, with the named 
person for any business to transferring from Gwendolyn Sterk to Elinor Crouch-Puzey; this was 
agreed.  
 

Discussion: 
 
Catherine Phillips, Welsh Women’s Aid: Catherine talked about the initial findings of consulting 
with children accessing specialist VAWDASV services and child support workers across Wales. 
The key points raised:   

• Child support workers, both in refuge and the community, are thinly spread and often 
have to travel large distances to visit children on their caseloads. 

• Children and young people that access support services benefit from the support they 
receive.  

• It is also clear that the support for children and young people is beneficial for the non- 
abusive parent, especially if family members are accessing individual support within the 
same service. 

• Accessing specialist services enabled them to gain an understanding of their 
experiences, whereas several participants reported feeling disempowered and unheard 
by generic services.  
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• The current provision for young people and children affected by violence against 
women, domestic abuse and sexual violence continues to be at the mercy of a post-
code lottery.  

• Limits on funding, resources and capacity are the biggest barrier to every child affected 
by violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence having the support they 
need and want.  

• Prevention and early intervention are crucial for tackling violence against women, 
domestic abuse and sexual violence and the long-term, sometimes irreversible impact 
on children.  

• Children want to be listened to and heard.  
 
Natasha, SEEds: Natasha is an adult survivor of domestic abuse, she believes this is a 
consequence of experiencing abuse as a child. Natasha has a disability and she feels this 
resulted in services and school assuming her behavior was a result of being deaf, rather than 
anyone investigating what was happening in the home.  
 
Natasha described how the abuse she experienced from her step-father were designed to 
‘teach her to know her place’. 
 
Natasha didn’t tell anyone about the abuse because she didn’t think anyone would believe her 
and because she was ashamed. As she was so isolated and no one talked about abuse in 
schools, she thought what she was experiencing was ‘normal’. Despite services and school 
becoming involved, they all missed the signs of abuse. It wasn’t until she was an adult and 
sought support for abuse from a partner that she began to learn that what happened wasn’t 
her fault.  
 
Her step-father told her she would never achieve anything – Natasha now has two degrees, a 
PHD and runs her own business!  
 
David Melding, AM and Rory’s Story: David Melding AM introduced an audio from the NSPCC 
called Rory’s Story. This is the story of a young man who also experiencing abuse from a step-
father as a child. Rory talks about the abuse he and his mother experienced and the missed 
opportunities to intervene. Whenever any questions were asked, his step-father, who was 
incredibly charming outside of the home, would give explanations and this would be taken at 
face value. When he was finally convicted for his numerous crimes against Rory and his mum, 
he was only given a community service.  
 
Julie Morgan, Deputy Minister Health and Social Services: Julie Morgan AM expressed how 
moved she was by the stories and said they are examples of what must be addressed as well as 
clear opportunities where generic services should have picked up on the abuse. Julie has taken 
on board the survivor stories and mapping of services findings and will take that back to her 
department.  
 
Gwendolyn Sterk, Welsh Women’s Aid: Gwendolyn talked about how effective services for 
children are when they are available, leading to long term freedom from abuse. She used the 
example of a NASA scientist who experienced abuse as a child and credits specialist services in 
Mid Wales with his recovery and ability to ‘reach for the stars’. But the reality is we continue to 
face a lack of consistent and sustainable funding for specialist services. Welsh Government is 
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currently looking at sustainable funding for the specialist sector but this must include direct 
funding for specialist children’s work – this must include crisis work, prevention and early 
intervention work.  
 
Vivienne Laing, NSPCC: Vivienne highlighted findings from the NSPCC that 1 in 5 children will 
witness abuse. While not all adults who experience trauma as a child will go on to have mental 
health needs as adults, NSPCC has found the numbers are higher. Vivienne talked about the 
evidenced based, therapeutic counselling service provided by NSPCC which Rory accessed, but 
that due to lack of funding, most children won’t have access to this. Vivienne talked about the 
importance of funding for refuge and community based services to support children as well as 
the importance of local authority VAWG strategies including children’s services and prevention 
work embedded within schools.  
 
Catriona Williams OBE, Children in Wales: Catriona highlighted that Children in Wales’ Young 
Wales project has identified education on healthy relationships/PSE as an issue for young 
people, especially in terms of the new curriculum; additionally healthy relationships are seen by 
young people as a key part of improved mental health/well-being. 
 
Helen-Mary Jones AM asked for guidance on what a good response looks like and costings for 
that. The more specific AMs can be when questioning Ministers, the more likely we are to see 
change.  
 
Discussion points from the floor:  
Hilary, a member of SEEds talked about her concern that no staff at her child’s secondary 
school have been trained in DA. If 1 in 5 children are experiencing abuse, this is impacting their 
learning so surely it is important for schools to do more to support children experiencing 
violence and abuse.  
 
Gwendolyn Sterk highlighted the ‘whole education approach’ which includes a 
recommendation that all staff should be trained around violence and abuse. Estyn has found 
that schools are not aware of the guidance, so while there is information available, it is not 
consistently being implemented.  
 
A representative from Spectrum explained the project has funding for 8.5 school liaison officers 
to cover all schools in Wales. More funding is needed therefore to reach more schools.    
 
The concern about the family justice system was raised and how this impacts the immediate 
safety of mothers and children and their recovery. Gwendolyn Sterk confirmed this concern has 
been raised with UK Government on numerous occasions as well as in the recent 
recommendations to the DA Bill consultation.  
 
The importance of generic services not ‘making assumptions’ about service users was raised as 
a final point; drawing on Natasha’s point that her behavior was assumed to be ‘caused’ by her 
disability rather than abuse and that services need to take a holistic approach to service users.  
 

Actions: 
• Meeting agreed to share the briefing with all AMs/Ministers 
• Key points from the joint briefing to be highlighted in a letter and sent to government 
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ministers, particularly Jane Hutt AM and Julie Morgan AM 
• Welsh Women’s Aid, NSPCC and Children in Wales to provide further information to 

AMs on what a good response looks like and costings for that. 

 
The Chair thanked all for attending and the meeting closed at 13:30. 
 
  


